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SABA 2022 Review: 

 

2022 is hastily drawing to an end and looking back it was quite an eventful year. We came out 

of lockdown with COVID-19 mutating to a less deadly version of the original virus looking 

forward to the world becoming “normal” again only to find Russia invading the Ukraine and 

damaging already fragile supply chains around the world. With rocketing fuel prices everyday 

living became more and more expensive and with Eskom failing to stabilise the electricity 

supply in South Africa, loadshedding stages replaced the lockdown stages and damaged our 

economy even further. In the political arena we saw the ANC losing support in the municipal 

elections and the president of the country being accused of un too do activities. 

All the above did not deter SABA to put together an AGM amidst some strict lockdown rules 

This was held in Grabouw at the Houwhoek Hotel and Conference Centre with the support of 

the National Convention Bureau and their Western Cape arm, WESGRO. A new EXCO was 

elected and together with ABA, a bid was submitted to the WBFF to host the next Word Bonsai 

Convention in South Africa which was eventually won by Asia Pacific. 

The SABA EXCO managed to streamline communication between SABA and its member clubs 

with the introduction of a regular newsletter which is distributed on a regular basis. 

The social media footprint was strengthened by the updating of the website and joining the 

Instagram and Twitter fraternity to promote bonsai via these platforms as well. The monthly 

photo competition was re-introduced and although only a few entries were received for the 

1st couple of months’ competitions, we believe the enthusiasm will grow and hope that the 

entries from the SABA members will increase. 

A convention is planned for 2023 which will be finalised early in the new year, so watch this 

space for news on this event. 

The clubs and regions became active again and lots of shows and get togethers were 

organised across the country which were well received and supported. 



 
 

As we enter the festive season, we wish everyone a joyous time with their families and friends 

and hope that bonsai in South Africa will grow from strength to strength in 2023 and beyond! 

 

Bonsai greetings, 

 

SABA EXCO 

 

SABA subscriptions reminder 
 
Subs were due in July 2022 for the year running from July 2022 to June 2023.  
 
Subs are as follows: Club member R40, Individual member R100 and Organisations R200.  
 
Payments are to be made to the Standard Bank account (details below) and please avoid 
making cash deposits as the fees are exorbitant. 
 
South African Bonsai Association NPC 
Standard Bank 
Account Number:  140313478 
Account:  PlusPlan Business 
Branch:  Brandwag 
Branch Code: 055534 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT:  
 
The SABA website is live, and we would like to use it to centralize communication between 
the affiliated clubs and SABA. 
 
A new process is to be followed for renewing of yearly membership to SABA.  
 
We are asking all affiliated clubs to complete the membership form on the SABA website, 
to make sure the correct contact email address is on file and that the current number of 
members is updated so that clubs do not get billed for the incorrect number of members. 
Please make payment based on the number of members your club has. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

PHOTO COMPETITION: OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 

Interest in the photo competition has disappeared with no entries for November and 

December. Hopefully we can rekindle interest in the New Year!  

Please take some nice photos of your trees over the holidays and enter them. It’s a good 

way to stay in touch with what’s going on. 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON SOUTH AFRICAN BONSAI PIONEERS:   

 

- Thenus Roos by PTA Kai translated - by Lesley from Jo-Da Bonsai 

 

More than 40 years, learning and developing his bonsai. Oom Thenus, as he is 

affectionately referred to, is one of the founding members of the Pretoria 

Bonsai Kai.   

As far back as 1969, 

Thenus was 

intrigued by bonsai, 

when he read an 

article in the 

Readers digest.  His 

wife, Lulu was 

involved in flower 

arranging, and it was 

her who told him 

about the 

Johannesburg 

Bonsai Club, who 

was exhibiting at the 

Pretoria Town Hall, 

together with the 

flower club.  Lulu, invited Thenus to the exhibition, knowing that he was 

intrigued with bonsai.  It was at the show that Thenus met local bonsai artists 

and enthusiasts, which propelled his “hobby” and led to the establishment of 

the Pretoria Bonsai Kai. 



 
 

For the next 20 years, Oom Thenus, every month, drove 1 hour each way from 

Brits to Pretoria to attend the Kai’s monthly meetings.  When he retired, he 

moved to Pretoria, and cut his travelling time.  In 40 years, he never missed 

one meeting!     

In the beginning he experimented with every shrub or tree that he could get 

his hands on.  He even dug up specimens from his garden and potted them for 

bonsai.  One instance, on holiday in Kwazulu Natal, he discovered a small Natal 

Fig growing on the embankment of a new road development.  With his small 

son, in tow, he dug up the small tree, which became his first successful bonsai.  

This “little” tree has spread internationally through cuttings Thenus took and 

gave to people as far as Australia and New Zealand.  Through his generosity 

and passion for bonsai, around 90% of all figs in Pretoria can be traced back to 

a wild fig collected by Thenus on another holiday in Oribi Gorge. 

In 1995, Thenus’s wife, Lulu passed away, and it was bonsai he engulfed 

himself in, which is states assisted him immensely during the lonely and tragic 

time.  From his experience, he encourages others who are dealing with loss to 

take up bonsai as “bonsai gives you the will to continue, wanting to experience 

the fruit of your labours”. 

As a child growing up in the South African bushveld, Thenus has always had a 

love for nature.  He developed a great affinity and natural instinct, which 

contributed successfully to his bonsai.  His Wild Olive grouping is renowned 

and, acquired by Erika Kholer, was in 1999 voted one of the best 10 trees in the 

world.  It was during the 4th World Bonsai Convention in Munich, that Thenus’s 

Wild Olive grouping was discussed constantly.  Members attending the 

conference, had a photo of the tree enlarged to a meter by a meter and 

displayed in a separate room for all to enjoy and admire. 

 

As time passed and as he aged and his health deteriorated, Thenus preferred 

shohin trees as it was easier for him to manage and carry. 

Thenus is always remembered as being not just passionate, but generous, 

willing to learn and share, and mostly devoted and committed to the art.   

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

- Wim Tijmens (1932–2022): An early pioneer and promoter of bonsai - 

by Winfried Lüdemann, Chair: Boland Bonsai Kai 

 

When documenting the history of bonsai 

in the Western Cape a name that should 

not be overlooked is that of Wim 

Tijmens.  While not being a bonsai 

master himself, as others of his 

generation were, he did more than most 

to promote the art in this region.  His 

most important contribution in this 

respect was to establish the first and 

historically important institutional bonsai 

collection accessible to the public. This he did from his position as curator of 

the Botanical Garden at Stellenbosch University. During his training and early 

career, he had come into contact with bonsai at the Brooklyn Botanical Garden 

in New York.  Later he expanded his love for the art on his many visits to China 

and other countries in the Far East.  While he was Praefectus horti of the 

Stellenbosch University Botanical Garden in 1962 – he held this position till his 

retirement in 1999 – he also joined the Cape Bonsai Kai.  Here he met bonsai 

pioneers such as Becky Lucas, Bernard Coetzee and Bob Richards.  This 

acquaintance led to the donation of Becky Lucas’s valuable bonsai collection to 

the university and the formal establishment of what became known as the 

garden’s Bonsai En in 1972.  While already including some of Tijmens’s own 

trees, the collection was subsequently expanded in 1979 with the donation of 

Gerjo van der Merwe’s significant collection of trees.  Thus, the En had the 

honour of housing the oldest and some of the most outstanding trees on 

public display in South Africa.  Its collection of fine bonsai was expanded even 

beyond Tijmens’s tenure by the acquisition, donation or loan of trees by 

several noted bonsai growers, such as Glen Barkhuizen, Rudi Adam, Deon 

Arangies, Louis Nel, Thys Klem, Tobie Kleynhans, Len Redfern and Willem 

Pretorius.  Many a tourist to Stellenbosch included a visit to the bonsai 

collection as one of the obligatory sights to be seen in this town.      



 
 

Wim Tijmens was born in the Netherlands in 1932 and trained as a landscape 

architect and horticulturalist.  After moving to South Africa, he took up a 

position in Kirstenbosch before being appointed on the staff of the Harold 

Porter Botanical Garden near Betty’s Bay for two years.  When he moved to 

Stellenbosch in 1962, he became only the second curator in the history of the 

university’s botanical garden since its establishment in 1925.  His predecessors 

were the curator Dr. Hans Herre and the horticulturalist Helmut Meyer.  The 

Bonsai En was situated adjacent to the garden’s studio (now part of the 

Katjiepiering restaurant).  It was an enclosure constructed of black creosote 

poles and had a distinct Japanese feel to it, complete with a bamboo water 

feature.  Going into the En (for which a key had to be obtained from the office) 

felt like entering a different world.  The trees were displayed beautifully on 

wooden benches of different height, arranged in a U shape.  Two little holes in 

the pole walls on opposite sides of the structure allowed one to peep in and 

get a glance of the exotic world inside even when it was locked.  For the visitor 

it was an amazing experience to observe miniature trees that had been in pots 

since the early 1940s.  The Bonsai En was clearly the creation of an expert 

garden architect.  Whether it was designed by Tijmens himself I don’t know, 

but it is not unlikely.  Jean McInnes – known to everyone as Miss Jean – was 

the bonsai expert who took care of the trees and reigned over the collection 

like a Mother Superior.  But Wim Tijmens was never far away and kept a 

handle on everything.  He loved to talk to visitors about bonsai and to 

introduce them to the intriguing aspects of the art form.  That is how I got 

hooked on bonsai, after having seen bonsai trees for the first time in a private 

collection in Stellenbosch.   

As the surrounding trees of the garden grew taller, they began to cast too 

much shade on the collection and the trees suffered from too little sunlight.  

So, the collection had to be moved to another, less attractive but larger, more 

suitable and more secure site in the garden.  (Besides lack of sunlight, theft had 

also become a major problem.)  Here the collection became known as the 

National Heritage Collection.   

Wim Tijmens was also active in the field of landscape architecture.  He was a 

founding member of the Institute for Landscape Architecture of South Africa 

and, along with other colleagues in the institute, was instrumental in 

establishing the first Department of Landscape Architecture at the University 

of Pretoria.    



 
 

When the then Boland Bonsai Society was founded in 1992 by Glen 

Barkhuizen, Hendrik and Helen Visser, Karin Jacobs and Deon Arangies it was 

Wim Tijmens who provided institutional support and drew the club to the 

Botanical Garden.  (I also joined the club right from the outset.)  As a result, the 

club’s monthly meetings were held in the garden’s studio for many years.  

Tijmens attended many of the early meetings and gave lectures on various 

aspects of bonsai, for example on the difference between Japanese and 

Chinese schools of the art form.  Soon he became the first honorary member 

of the club and continued to take a keen interest in the development of the 

individual bonsai growers of the club.  Whenever he saw me, he asked in his 

Dutch inflected Afrikaans: “Hoe gaat dit met de bonsai?”.  He was a fascinating 

speaker, especially when he diverted from the topic at hand and began telling 

stories about his frequent visits to the East, mainly China.  These visits were 

undertaken at a time before formal diplomatic relations between South Africa 

and China were established and were cast as botanical “expeditions” to give 

them a scientific context.  As a result, he returned from these trips with all 

kinds of Eastern plant specimens as well as artifacts.  Of the latter he had a 

large collection, which he displayed on occasion in the university’s art 

museum.    

Wim Tijmens passed away at his home in Stellenbosch in November this year 

at the age of 90.  Though his botanical interests were too wide for him to 

become a bonsai specialist he deserves to be remembered and honoured 

nevertheless as one of the influential and charismatic early figures of bonsai in 

the Western Cape.  His legacy continues to live on in the Boland Bonsai Kai and 

the numerous individuals for whom he was an inspiration.     

Sources 

Willem Pretorius: The Best of South African Bonsai… and a little history.  

Goodwood, Cape Town: Publishing World of South Africa, 2014. 

Martin Smit: “Wim Tijmens – a legend never to be forgotten.”   Stellenbosch 

Monitor, 17 November 2022.  

Personal recollections of Wim Tijmens  

 

 

 



 
 

REGIONAL NEWS: 

• BRAT:  

 

- Pretoria Bonsai Kai - by Org Exley  

 

Click onder op die titel om oop te maak: Jaarprogram vir 2023 
 
Beste lede. Die jaarprogram vir 2023, in die 'link' hier bo, is op ons web 
tuiste. Julle word gevra om asseblief te kyk waar jou naam op is en dan 
seker te maak dat jy die dag wat jy iets moet aanbied reg is daarvoor. Laat 
asb vir Org vroegtydig weet indien daar ’n probleem is of ontstaan. 
 
Let asb daarop dat Januarie se datem nie verskyn nie (dit is op 2022 se 
program). Die Januarie vergadering is op Saterdag 7 Januarie 2023 en sal 
wees by ons gewone vergaderplek. Die tema van die vergadering is 
'Windswept' en word deur Org aangebied. 

 

 

 

• CENTRAL:   

 

- Home-school Introduction course - by Heinrich Köhne 

 

 

https://gmail.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aff57bfb035b3c9a3032ad51d&id=de1e62bb14&e=f65dcbe018


 
 

 

With the onset of spring, we had enquiries to continue these sessions which 

were interrupted with the covid pandemic. We had to cater for children 

between age 5 and 16 as if doing a bonsai beginners course for children is not 

challenging enough. And all had to be done in a two-hour session, including a 

practical session with pruning and repotting trees. We used Spekbome as they 

have shown durability during pruning and repotting as well as easy to maintain 

afterwards. 

We accommodated 21 children split into groups of seven on three consecutive 

Fridays and some of the parents joined in when we did the practical side of 

things. It seems that this might be a regular occurrence and it is rewarding in the 

sense that awakening/ notice of their environment was noticeable after only 

one short session introducing bonsai. 

 

- Mini – convention / Year end function held on 12 November- by 

Heinrich Köhne 
 

 

 
 

We had hosted our last function in 2018 with the National Convention being held in 2019 and 

then the covid thing happened. This made the Mini Convention a well anticipated event 

especially for a few new members who have joined since 2018. We also had visitors from 

Kimberley and the newly formed kai in Bothaville as well as prospective members for the new 

year. On the Friday evening we had the setup of the trees, and we were pleasantly surprised 

with the number of trees and the effort everyone made to also have companion plants.  



 
 

  

  

 



 
 

 

We invited Hennie Reyneke and he started proceedings with a lecture and display of mame 

trees, he became known for his beautiful Ficus Burtt-davyii mame’s.  

   

 



 
 

Then Vian Herbst took us to lunchtime with a variety of subjects on the training of plant material in 

various stage of development up to display stage. 

   

After lunch we had a workshop session with Johan Botes introducing his method of making 

planting slates from Styrofoam and cement slurry. He finished off with planting a forest group 

on a pre prepared container. At the same time Juan Duvenage and a few members started 

their cement and paper mâché slates first stage.  

 



 
 

We end the day with the obvious braai despite some windy and cool conditions. 

 

 

• CRAB:  

 

- The Bonsai Festival 2022 – by Viky Petermann with photos by Blaauwerg 

Bonsai 

After two years being held online due to Covid restrictions, the Bonsai Festival returned to 
the Company’s Gardens in its 10th year and what a joy it was to see all the clubs interacting 
together and all Western Cape growers sharing in the love for their trees. It was good to see 
that the partnership between the City of Cape Town and CRAB remained as strong as ever. 

 

 



 
 

The Local Ward Councillor, Ian McMahon opened the festival which was attended by both 
the Japanese Consul General to Cape Town, Mr. Jiro Nishimura and Zunaid Allie who is in 
charge of the running of the Company’s Gardens for Recreation and Parks. 

 

Zunaid Allie, Mr. Jiro Nishimura and Dawn Collier (Crab’s president) 

 

Over the two days, the tables displayed a fine selection of bonsai trees from growers of the 
different clubs affiliated to CRAB namely, Blaauwerg Bonsai, Boland Bonsai Kai, Cape Bonsai 
Kai, Kat Rivier Kai (CRAB’s new member from George), Oyama & Tygerberg Bonsai Club. 
Members of the public were encouraged to view the trees and ask questions and if they had 
bonsai, they were encouraged to bring them along to get advice on how to best care for 
them. One of the main objectives of this festival is to raise awareness of the importance of 
growing trees in cities and to encourage first-time participants to grow them as bonsai. 

 

Alongside these displays a competition was held and trees of great quality from all clubs 
were exhibited together as a result.  

 



 
 

The winners for the different categories were: 

Less than 20 cm: Hennie Nel 

 

         

   20- 40cm: Mark Paulson     40 – 60cm: Brett Simon        60+cm: Brett Simon 

On Saturday we were treated to four fantastic presentations by top regional bonsai growers. 

 

Brett Simon sharing his experience on how to grow Premna 

 

And on Sunday morning the Western Cape Regional New Talent Competition was held with 

all clubs sending two contenders. The winner and runner up will represent our region in the 

National Competition at the next national convention.  

 



 
 

   

 

This year’s winners are: 

 

From left to right:  

Third Place: Jarred Ford - CBK 

Second place: Anita Nel- Tygerberg  

First place: Johan - Boland 

In the afternoon, CRAB’s AGM took place. Dawn Collier, Crab’s chairperson, reported on the 

regional happenings for the last year and this was followed by the prize giving for both the 

Bonsai Competition and New Talent. 

The Bonsai Auction was the last event for the weekend. Gavin Fish, auctioneer par excellence, 

entertained all those present while enticing them to include new trees and pots into their 

collections. 



 
 

  

Gavin and his team in action! 

 

A fantastic, stimulating weekend was had by all those who attended the Bonsai Festival this 

year. 

Thank you, City of Cape Town and CRAB, for making this weekend possible!   

 

-  Boland Bonsai club 30th birthday - by Willem Pretorius 

 

 

The understated entrance to the show was striking with this beautiful Literati black pine. 



 
 

 

Boland Bonsai Kai in Stellenbosch in the Western Cape celebrated its 30th birthday with an 

exhibition of bonsai in the Rupert Museum next to the famous Pierneef paintings on the last 

weekend of November. 

The exhibition was hailed by many as ground-breaking and a wonderful way to celebrate two 

art forms that complement each other in a remarkable way. It was great to see a bonsai in 

the Pierneef style next to the artist’s works and it got favourable comments from bonsai 

lovers the world over. 

Great stories were recounted, colourful characters in the club’s history remembered and a lot 

of talk on how things have changed in the world of bonsai. 

Two members, Len Redfern and Fritz Joubert, were honoured with lifelong excellence awards 

by the chairman Winfried Lüdemann who took us down memory lane.  

At a lovely lunch at the Vredenheim wine estate Winfried handed around photos of the 

award-winning trees at the first show of the club and we could compare them with the current 

winners. We have come a long way… 

Winfried captivated everyone with his recounting of the history of the club and how we 

struggled through good and bad times and enjoyed a fascinating journey with a shared love 

of the African styles of bonsai.  

“Isn’t it great when a plan comes together?  The older generation amongst you will remember 

that this was the saying with which most episodes of the 1980s TV action series ‘The A Team 

ended’ after the heroes succeeded in making good triumph over evil against all odds.  This 

30th anniversary event causes me to experience a similar sentiment. This event took many 

months to plan and many heads and ideas.  We wanted to do something special for our 

anniversary, and now here we are:  Isn’t it great when a plan comes together?” Winfried said.   

“Welcome to all of you: members, judges, and special guests.  We are honoured and 

extremely pleased that you are sharing this auspicious occasion with us.  As I mentioned, we 

are celebrating the club’s 30th anniversary.  30 years is a long time in a human life, but in 

respect of bonsai 30 years is not very long, given that the oldest bonsai in SA dates back to 

the late 1930s or early 1940s, which adds up to approximately 80 years in training.  And we 

all know that there are trees in Japan and some other countries that are several centuries, 

even up to 1000 years old.  The oldest South African bonsai clubs go back to the 1960s.  So, 

our club is still relatively young by any standards.   

“But the current show certainly indicates that we have come a long way and are able to hold 

our own in the bonsai community of the Western Cape. To show you how long this way is, I 

brought along two photographs of our second show, the one in 1994, where one of my trees 

won the award for best tree on show.  Back then we did not make use of judges but voted 

amongst ourselves for the winning trees in the various categories.  So, we are celebrating 

what for us is an important landmark in becoming a club of bonsai growers who have reached 

a high level of proficiency.   



 
 

“Please allow me to go down memory lane for a few moments and mention a few noteworthy 

details about our club and pay tribute to several people who helped to establish the club.  The 

club was founded at the beginning of 1992 and had its first meeting at the end of January of 

that year.  The founding members were Glen Barkhuizen, Hendrik and Helen Visser, Karen 

Jacobs, and Deon Arangies, supported by the late Wim Tijmens, who has been an honorary 

member of the club ever since.  I was also present at that first meeting and am the only 

member who is still active in the club.  The first Chair was Glen Barkhuizen, of whom a number 

of trees are in the University’s Heritage collection.  He was succeeded by Hendrik Visser and 

then by Deon Arangies.  Other early members were Andri Scheltema, Pietman and Elsabé 

Retief and their mother/mother-in-law Kato Meaker, Coenie Brand, André de Kock, the late 

Wally Esterhuizen, Rowan Dent and Izak Fourie.   

“Right from the outset we had a newsletter, which was distributed by hand at the monthly 

meetings. (Those were the days before the internet and social media.) I happen to be the 

person who came up with the name Literati, for which I was rewarded with a small white 

bonsai pot, for which I still have not found a suitable tree.  After Glen, Hendrik and Deon, the 

position of chair was then occupied in more or less chronological order by the following 

members:  Karen Jacobs, Andri Scheltema, Marianna Smith, Riaan Smit, Coenie Brand, Fritz 

Joubert, Willem Pretorius, Jannie Hougaard and Henk van Graan.    

“We had our first show in 1993 for which I was the show master.  The courtyard of the 

Stellenbosch Village Museum, which is now part of the restaurant “De Warenmarkt”, served 

as our first show venue.  We were part of the Stellenbosch Festival at the end of September, 

the forerunner of the Woordfees.  This is where the photo was taken.   

“This continued for several years until we decided to move our show to late November.  

Venues we used subsequently included the Hofmeyr Saal, PJ Olivier Centre, the concert hall 

of the Old Conservatorium, the studio of the Botanical Garden (now part of the Katjiepiering 

restaurant), the open area of the Botanical Garden, the Landbousaal, Fiore Garden Centre in 

SSW and now the Rupert Museum.  You will agree with me that this is a fitting venue for our 

anniversary indeed.  I feel honoured to have my trees exhibited immediately next to some of 

the most famous SA paintings, each of them worth several million Rands.  

“Let me conclude by saying that I believe bonsai is doing well in the Western Cape, but it is 

incumbent on all of us to continue making this happen and to let the art form, the art of 

growing little trees, grow in a big way.” 

And with that some lovely wines were shared, and the community of bonsai strengthened. 

We are indeed looking forward to the next 30 years. 

 



 
 

 

A Japanese black pine by Willem Pretorius that won the best cascade award next to 

Winfried Lüdemann’s celtis. 

 

 

Rowan Dent’s wild olive looked spectacular next to the painting. 

 



 
 

          

Johan Morkel’s beautiful ficus in the Pierneef style next to the famous painters work. 

 

Best indigenous tree on show was this wild olive by Willem Pretorius. 

 



 
 

 

Len Redfern (left) and Fritz Joubert were awarded lifetime excellence awards by the 

chairman of Boland Winfried Lüdemann. 

 

- News from Cape Bonsai Kai - by Ken Wainman 

 

“The two most powerful warriors are Patience and Time” ~ Leo Tolstoy 

Time is change- The Times are changing. Leo Tolstoy’s quote bears much relevance to Bonsai 

and hold true for its philosophy too. 

The most enduring resource needed for creating great bonsai is Time, whether by Man’s 

hand or by Nature… It’s all about Time. 

It requires patience that upon deeper reflection, is counter-intuitive… Patience (Delaying of 

time) is required to achieve faster results (Speeding up of time). We have a limited time on 

earth to create great bonsais but sometimes we must not rush in order to achieve the 

desired results. 

CBK, has been around for a long Time… Founded in 1970, it is arguably the first bonsai club 

in South Africa and has gone through many changes, endured good times and bumpy times, 

and…. Changing times. 

The COVID years certainly were a good time for reflection and at the onset of lockdown the 

club had a bumpy time indeed. Old stalwarts of the club retiring or leaving left a void with 

little scope of recruiting active young members, yet this year saw really good growth in that 

area, and we now have good young blood and energy driving the club. 



 
 

Traditional events are all systems go… these are notably the Kirstenbosch Annual exhibition 

held in December of every year. Annual digs are also on the cards from 2023. CBK also has 

an extensive library for members’ use and inspiration. 

Fresh new thinking will filter through and creative new ways of displaying bonsai is 

something we are looking forward to in the coming years…. 

But this requires… PATIENCE! In TIME CBKs face will change… and the cycle will repeat 

itself… with some really old heritage trees having grown through the ranks of the club. 

 

Our next show will be taking place at Kirstenbosch Botanic Gardens from 16th to 18th 

December, come and visit us if you are in Cape Town!  

 

 



 
 

• EASTERN: 

No information was received from this region 

 

• KZN:   
 

- Durban Bonsai Society - by Dave Mays 

Durban Bonsai Society, under the guidance of Indiren Ramiah, our show committee 

chairman, held a very successful show over the weekend of 11 – 12 November 2022. The 

set-up crew consisting of the usual reliable members began working by 0900 on the Friday 

morning, and despite strong winds which threatened to launch Shaun Murphy and the 

shade cloth canopy into orbit, both the indoor and outdoor areas were completed by 15:30.  

Members began dropping off the show trees throughout the day and by 17:00 all the trees 

were being placed in the main hall. The committee had made the decision to add a new row 

of LED lights to the Lions club hall and this certainly helped to create an even better viewing 

area.  Naturally, the Lions club were thrilled, and the Durban Bonsai Society were able to 

give back to this wonderful organisation who does so much for the community.   

Over a hundred established show trees and 10 quality emerging talent trees from our newer 

members were on display. We have included some of the trees in this newsletter and more 

will follow in the upcoming SABA newsletters. As Durban will be hosting the National Mini 

Convention in 2023, we hope these trees inspire you to join us in a celebration of Bonsai 

towards the end of next year. It would be wonderful to see you combine both your love for 

bonsai and some R and R in Durbs. “Ons het mos die groot dam hier vir julle om in te 

ontspan .” Much more to come on this event at a later stage. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

The show was well attended, with approximately 380 people through the gates and boasted 

5 demonstrators over the weekend. It was pleasing to see the interaction between both the 

general public and bonsai community during these demonstrations. Poor Sarel who showed 

us how he goes about throwing a pot on a turntable, was hit with some rain but soldiered 

on for the eager public who had their phones out videoing his experienced hands at work.  

 

 



 
 

    

   

 

 



 
 

The sales tables did a roaring trade and most visitors left with established and starter 

material and a greater knowledge on both bonsai and the care of these precious trees. 

Spreading the word of bonsai as an art form was the main aim of the show and pleasingly, 

we had more than 15 new members complete membership forms to join the Durban Bonsai 

Society community for 2023.  

 

   



 
 

     

 

   

 

 

 

We hope you will enjoy but a snippet of the images of a successful show.  

 

 



 
 

 

SHOW TREES 2022 

    
 

 
 



 
 

   
 

    
 

   



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Finally, we at Durban Bonsai Society wish you and your families a restful and peaceful 

festive period and a wonderful and happy new year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Bonsai Classified 
 

If you are a business affiliated to SABA and would like to advertise in the SABA Newsletter, 

please send an 8cm wide by 5 cm long size advert in word document format, or a jpg. Image 

to viky-_@hotmail.com by the second Saturday of each month. Advertising in this 

newsletter is for registered vendors with SABA. 
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Stone Lantern Bonsai Nursery, 32 Owl Street, Joostenberg 
Vlakte 
 0833750446 
 stonelantern@hotmail.com 

 
 

• We stock trees, pots, tools, wire, fertilizer, bonsai mixture  

• Courses, workshops and one on one classes 

• Repotting 

• Boarding facilities for trees 

• Online Shop – www.stonelantern.co.za 
 
  

Stone Lantern Bonsai Nursery 
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